
Hello new aux! 
 
Welcome to IES Torre Almenara and the Costa del Sol. Whether this is your first year or you are 
a renewal I hope that these tips are a help to you. Located in the province of Málaga, you will 
find the institute in La Cala de Mijas; in between the municipalities of Fuengirola and Marbella. 
 
Arrival to Spain 
 
I would recommend arriving in the area about 7-10 days before the start of the school year to 
give you ample time to find housing, open a bank account, and get a Spanish phone number. I 
stayed in an Airbnb in Fuengirola for my first week which I found helpful to acclimate to the area 
and find everything I needed. 
 
Phone 
 
One of the first things you will want to do when you arrive is get a Spanish phone number which 
you will need for your bank account, your TIE appointment, and much more. I opened my 
account with Orange, which I used for both cellular and internet, however there are many 
carriers to choose from. This blog was very helpful and explains the process.  
 
At first, I had a prepaid plan where I would top up in the store with more data as I needed. I was 
able to switch to a contract plan after opening my bank account. Even though the Spanish 
phone number is necessary for your bank account, etc. most communication is through 
Whatsapp, which requires data so choose a plan that fits your needs.  
 
A final thing that I HIGHLY suggest you do is connect your phone from your home country with 
Google Voice. This will allow you to receive calls and texts sent to your phone (great for 
two-factor authentication) as well as make calls to your home country for free. 
 
Bank Account 
 
You will need a bank account to receive your monthly pay from the institute, pay your 
rent/utilities, as well as any other costs you may have. There are many Spanish bank options to 
choose from such as Santander, BBVA, Unicaja, etc. I chose to open an account with the online 
bank N26 which I found to be very self explanatory and user friendly. To open a bank account 
you will need your NIE number, which you should have received with your visa. 
 
Housing 
 
La Cala de Mijas is a smaller town than Fuengirola and while it is charming and beautiful it is not 
as big or well connected as Fuengirola. For this reason, I chose to live in Fuengirola and 
commute to La Cala de Mijas for school. The M-220 bus will take you from Fuengirola to La 
Cala de Mijas in about 20 minutes and is quite cheap with the bus card (as of now 0.52 cents). 
This website tells you everything you need to know about the buses: the different routes, 

https://housinganywhere.com/Spain/get-sim-card-mobile-phone-number-spain
https://ctmam.es/en/home/


timetables, and where you can buy/recharge your card. I would also recommend downloading 
their app so you have access to this information on your phone as well.  
 
To find an apartment I used idealista. Most of the publications are from inmobiliarias (real estate 
agencies) so they do come with an inmobiliaria fee, normally one month's rent. I found a 
one-bedroom apartment for €750 a month with water and electricity included. When signing the 
contract, I paid a security deposit equivalent to one month’s rent as well as the inmobiliara fee 
also equivalent to one month’s rent. I paid about €35 per month for the internet (most of the 
internet is fiber optic so you will not have any problems with buffering).  
 
Fuengirola has many different neighborhoods to choose from. I lived only about 15 minutes walk 
from the city center and the bus stop and was quite content with the location. In your first week 
take a stroll around the city to see the different parts and which one you would prefer to stay in. 
 
TIE Application 
 
As your visa is only valid for 6 months, you will have to apply for your Tarjeta de Identidad de 
Extranjero (TIE). This card will allow you to remain in Spain for the entirety of the school year 
and reenter the country if you leave the Schengen area at any time. I found this article very 
helpful in organizing the documents needed as well as the official page from the Policía 
Nacional. At the start of the school year there will be a meeting in Málaga centro with all of the 
auxiliaries in the province where they will also explain the TIE application process.  
 
You will need to make two appointments for your TIE, one to drop off the application and for 
your fingerprints to be taken, and a second to pick up the physical TIE about 30 days after the 
first. All of the appointments will be at the Comisaría de Policía (Police Station) and you will 
have many options. I did mine at the one in Málaga and it was a very streamlined process and I 
had no problems.  
 
My biggest tips for the TIE application process are: stay organized, make multiple copies of 
everything, and stay patient. 
 
The Institute 
 
During the school year you will be working four days a week, 14 hours a week (12 in the 
classroom and two for planning). Occasionally you may have to dedicate a couple hours outside 
of the institute to planning. I went to classes of Geography/History, Biology, and Math throughout 
all grade levels, in total 22 different classes.  
 
In regard to what you will do in class, I found that each teacher has different preferences. There 
are many teachers who will tell you what they would like you to prepare and are very proactive, 
whereas others are a lot more laissez-faire. The most important thing is that you have good 
lines of communication with them. If you are like me and have no experience in the classroom 
your teachers are a great resource and can help you greatly, all you have to do is ask.  

https://residency2spain.com/your-first-tie/
https://policia.es/_es/extranjeria_extranjeros.php


As far as the classes go, the students have LOTS of energy and will be very excited to see you 
come to class. The level of English varies throughout the institute. There are classes with many 
native/well-spoken English speakers whereas there are classes where the level of English is 
very low. This presents a challenge to the aux because those who speak English will find 
activities that the students with less comprehension find hard quite easy. Because of this it's 
important to cater the lessons to the classes’ level of English. Another thing to keep in mind is 
that the students are 12-16, and at times they act as such. If a class seems bored or doesn’t 
want to participate, it doesn’t mean that they’re bored with you more so they are bored with 
school in general. I found that pairing the lesson with a game or fun activity animates the 
students more, they are quite competitive.  
 
Other Useful Tips 
 
If you plan on travelling during your time here, bringing savings is essential. While the stipend 
from the institute will help pay the bills, traveling can get quite expensive very quickly. Savings 
are also important because you may not begin to receive your pay until November so costs 
associated with your apartment, phone, etc. will have to be covered yourself.  
 
While we are in the Costa del Sol, you will be here during the winter months where the 
temperatures can be around 8°C/46°F so I would bring clothes that suit this weather. Once it 
warms up temperatures are around 21°C/70°F and there are many beaches to go to during this 
time.  
 
 
 
I hope that you have a wonderful year as an aux at IES Torre Almenara! I’m sure that it will be a 
wonderful experience for you as it has been for me. If you have any questions don’t hesitate to 
reach out via email: donovanmaynard58@gmail.com.  
 
Best of luck y un saludo 
 
Donovan Maynard 

mailto:donovanmaynard58@gmail.com

